GOD’S TOOLBOX

Prayer:  Lord help us to keep our hearts tuned and turned toward you today I pray. Amen.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning”.  James 1:17

I have a portable radio.  When I turn it on the signal is usually very weak.  I discovered that If I turned the radio around until it was facing the direction of the radio station, the signal was much stronger and I could hear much better.

As I read a moment ago “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights”.  If our Heavenly father is the source of all that we need, we will be better able to receive His gifts if we will keep our hearts turned toward Him.  The Bible, in Psa. 123:1, tells us to lift our eyes to Him who lives in the heavens.  He is the one who supplies all our needs.

My father has a toolbox full of tools.  Why do you suppose he needs so many tools?  It is because each of these tolls has a different purpose.  There is no tool that can do everything.  Here is a hammer.  If you need to drive in a nail, this is the tool you need.  

If you need to cut a piece of tin, this hammer just wouldn’t do, would it?  No you need these tin snips.  If you needed to put a screw into a piece of wood, these tin snips wouldn’t be of much help.  You need this screwdriver.

The church is like God’s toolbox.  God has a lot of jobs to do and he has given the people in His church different gifts and talents to help Him to do those jobs.  We are His tools!  To some He has given musical talent to help lead others in worship.  To some He has given the talent of teaching so that they can help others to learn more about Him.  If I needed to tighten a screw in Brother Bailey’s glasses, would this hammer help?  Would this great big screwdriver help? No, I would need this little tiny screwdriver.  It doesn’t matter what your talent is and it doesn’t matter if you are big or small.  What does matter, is that when God has a job for you to do, you need to be right there in His toolbox, ready and willing for Him to use you.

I Cor. 12:4-6 says – “ There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.’

Look what else I have with me this afternoon.  A starfish! At one time, this starfish was alive and swimming in the ocean.  You probably know what happened.  As so often happens, this starfish was washed up on the beach and because a starfish can’t live out of water, it died.

I heard a story about a man who was vacationing in Mexico.  On day, he was walking along a deserted beach when he saw a man approaching from the opposite direction.  As he watched the man, he saw that the man kept bending down, picking something up and throwing it into the water.  As he got closer, he could see that the man was picking up starfish that had washed up onto the beach and he was throwing them back into the water.

As the two men met, he said, “Good morning”.  I was wondering that you are doing.”

“Why, I am throwing these starfish back into the ocean, because if I don’t, they will die.”

“I understand, but there must be thousands of starfish on the beach and you can’t possibly get all of them.  Besides, there are hundred of miles of beaches along this coast and the same thing is happening on every one of those beaches.  Can’t you see that you can’t possibly make a difference?”

The man bent down and picked up another starfish and threw it back into the ocean. He smiled at the man and said, “ I made a difference to that one, didn’t I?”

All over the world there are people who are like a fish out of water.  They are dying because they don’t know about Jesus.  Can we make a difference?  You bet we can!  

Maybe we can’t get to all of them, but we can tell those that we meet each day about the love of Jesus.  Each time that we tell someone about Jesus, we can say, “ I made a difference to that one.”

Won’t you be a part of God’s toolbox and make a difference today?

